25 November 2010 
To the Commissioner,
I am writing to express my deep concerns in relation to this consultation. We already have in place adequate and effective discrimination laws. To specifically develop a new set of laws for a minority group to protect their specific needs over against the rights of larger groups in our society elevate their rights to a place higher than anyone else. This is not a good thing to do. A generalised law which is accessible by all levels of society is a far more equitable system than giving specific focus to one specific group.
To force the so called "rights" of one group of our society upon the other groups is surely a road to discrimination in another form.
The LGBJI group is a highly sensitive group in our society who use emotive response as a manipulative tool to get their own way over against the rights of others.
The recent decision in Victoria against a Christian Youth Camp who refused hiring their camp facilities to a homosexual support group is a good example of the crushing of another groups rights in favour of one segment of the society. There are other secular camp sites that are available to this group. This was a pure case of religious discrimination on the part of the courts. Many religions have very strong beliefs against the practice of homosexuality and lesbianism. It is not discrimination against people but rather against a practice which is considered to be against the teaching of that group. In fact in relation to the Christian community they actually teach love and respect for all people and discrimination against people is against their teaching. But the teaching against what they believe to be immoral behaviour comes in the area of doctrine not in the area of discrimination against people per se.
So I come back to my deep concern that specific group discrimination law is in itself discriminatory. Our current anti-discrimination laws are sufficient to give fair hearing to any and all groups within our society so I call on this Commission
to proceed no further with laws that, in essence, create religious discrimination rather than deal with true discrimination.
